Michael Connoway/Conaway
People of London Town, Maryland*

Michael Connoway first appears in the historical record as “an Irish Convict Lad” when
William Brown announces in the Maryland Gazette that Michael ran away on June 9, 1767.
Brown said nothing about the crime that got him transported to America, nor about his
personality in this advertisement.

e S ol Syune 11, 1767,
;AN jwiy, oniba oth Inflant,!from the Sgb-
feriber, living at Lonaon Toavy, an I/l Con-

vitt Lad, named Michaet Cornsrvay, wears his
(own Hair,evhich is fhore, has a little Cut/breaking
on one ofthis Lips, occsfioned by'the Fever and
Aguc: Had on, and took with him, when he
went away, an old Bearfkin Upper; Jacket, with a-
ftripp’d Flannel Under one, 2 Pair of old Bearkin
‘Breeches, and brown ‘Fireed -Stockings, 2 new
Pair of Enpfik made Pumps, one Check, and.one,
Ofoabrig Shirt, and an Ofnabrig Wallet, i
‘Whoever takes op or fecures the faid Servant,:

fo as his Malter may have him again, fhall have
TWENTY SHILLINGS Reward, befides what!!

the Law allows, paid b !
- 3 #j Witeiam Brown,

——

Maryland Gazette, June 22, 1767

The next year, Connoway ran again, and Brown recycled the past year’s advertisement,

but with an additional warning.

; London-Town, Fune 21, 1768,
RAN away laft Night, from the Subfcriber, a Con.
viét Servant Man, named MICHAEL CONA.
WAYgan Irifbman, and {peaks much in that Diale&t;
He is a little thort Fellow,] about 5 Feet high, hasblack
curled Hair, andhad on, when he wc;i:mi » & white
Fearnought J. with broad white Metal Euttom, 1
Cotton Under-J a Pair of Cotton Breeches, much
wore and tattered,” mended in feveral Places, a
old flouch'd Felt Hat, Ofnabrig Shirt, and a Pair of
tolerable good Negro Shoes. '
Whoever takes ug and fecures faid Servant, fhall re.
ceive a Reward of TWENTY SHILLINGS; and, if
brought home, reafonable Charges, paid by .
: WILLIAM BROWN,
*.* He has with him an old rufty Bayonet, which
he pulled out of his Bofom, when a Negro Fellow at.
tempted to br'y him home,

Maryland Gazette, June 23, 1768, page 2

When “a Negro Fellow” (probably an enslaved man) attempted to retrieve Connoway, the
Irish convict threatened him with “an old rusty Bayonet.” Whether he escaped to freedom or was

recaptured is unknown.

L As the research into colonial London Town’s inhabitants is an ongoing process, the caveat is offered that additional
information may be found at any time and that a correction of information might also occur at any time.
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